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by Walter Ray, Political Papers 
Archivist
Less than an hour and a half after President Kennedy was shot on 
November 22, 1963, Don Michel knew 
the name of the prime suspect: Lee 
Harvey Oswald.  He 
knew the name even 
before it came across 
the United Press 
International wire 
by interviewing E. 
E. Taylor, one of the 
Dallas detectives who 
arrested Oswald at 
the Texas Theater.  
An audio recording 
and a transcript 
of this historic 
interview are among 
the treasures recently 
donated by Michel 
to Morris Library’s 
Special Collections 
Research Center. 
A radio broadcaster at WRAJ in Anna, 
Illinois, Michel was among the first in 
the nation to announce Oswald’s arrest.  
Born in 1931 near Rochester, Illinois, 
Michel moved to Anna in 1957 to begin 
his long career in radio.  After working 
there as an engineer, announcer, program 
director and salesman, he eventually 
bought the station. He sold it to pursue 
other interests in 1980.
Michel was at home for lunch when 
he first heard the news that President 
Kennedy had been shot in Dallas.  He 
rushed back to the station and began 
broadcasting from the UPI teletype 
booth in the hall, reading the bulletins 
as they came in.  When the pace of the 
reports slowed, 
he picked up the 
phone and called 
the Dallas police 
station.
Michel maintained 
a deep interest 
in the Kennedy 
assassination.  He 
saved that day’s 
UPI teletype roll 
with its breaking 
news from Dallas.  
He saved all the 
recordings of 
Kennedy’s press 
conferences that 
WRAJ had received.  He bought the 
full Warren Commission report on 
the assassination.  He got copies of all 
the eye-witness films, including the 
infamous Zapruder film.  He collected 
the wire service bulletins and newspaper 
articles about the 1967 investigation into 
the assassination by the New Orleans 
District Attorney Jim Garrison (the 
basis for Oliver Stone’s film, JFK).  All 
of this material is now housed in Morris 
Library.
Don Michel stands in front of the framed 
teletype document that once was displayed 
at the Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza 
in Dallas.
Courtesy of Don Michel
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Shifts
Recently, I have been speaking on campus about fundamen-tal shifts in libraries and more specifically, shifts with the 
“raw materials” of libraries: books and journals. At Morris, a 
good example of such a shift is our spending for journals. Six 
years ago Morris spent less than half its serials budget for jour-
nals in electronic format, including various databases; last year, 
in contrast, we spent approximately 85 percent of our serials 
budget in electronic formats! At that level, one can say that the serials “portfolio” at Morris 
Library is electronic in all practical respects. 
Another example of a shift: in July of 2010, Amazon.com announced that it was selling 
more eBooks on its Kindle platform than print hardcovers. Amazon said that for every 100 
print hardcover books, they sold 180 eBooks. Six months later, Amazon announced that it 
is selling more books in Kindle format than paperback. The ratio is not as compelling—for 
every 100 paperbacks, Amazon sold 115 eBooks—but the volume for paperbacks is much 
higher than hardcover books and makes this shift more compelling. And after six months, 
what of hardcovers? Hardcovers were outsold by a factor of three! That is, for every 100 
hardcover books, Amazon sold 300 Kindle eBooks!
I could cite numerous other examples of these shifts, some of which are more directly 
relevant to academic libraries (for example, the announcement in August that the Oxford 
English Dictionary has likely published its last print edition). These shifts have led me to 
suggest to the campus community that we re-think some fundamental, long-standing, and 
in some cases, deeply-held beliefs about the Library and, in particular, the allocation of our 
space and management of our collections. 
I believe it is time to consider a selective, thoughtful, and strategic removal of print volumes 
from our collection and rely on the digital surrogates for our immediate access and long-
term preservation. 
I understand that for some this is anathema and I have many responses that will not fit 
within this short column, but I want to make one point. I find that many react to this 
suggestion envisioning an empty library, devoid of books with acres of empty shelving; 
a library filled with glaring computer screens and spaces given over to various university 
administrative offices and bureaucratic functions. This is not my vision! 
The careful withdrawal of selected print volumes has the potential for an enhanced and 
expanded vision of Morris Library as the vibrant center of campus community and life. 
This includes:
•	 Collaborative spaces for students to work in small groups. 
•	 Private, consultative spaces for students and faculty to consult with librarians on 
effective digital research and the use of learning technologies in the classroom. 
•	 Event space to acknowledge the accomplishments of SIUC faculty and students 
and as a venue for speakers and visiting scholars.
•	 Space for Special Collections, which truly defines the unique contributions of our 
collections to research and scholarship in print and digital formats. 
Libraries have a vital and central role on campus (and in society). These fundamental shifts 
must not be ignored if we wish to preserve the vitality and centrality of Morris Library at 
SIU. We must have the courage to re-envision. Fundamental shifts call for fundamental 
change. 
David Carlson
Cornerstone, Morris Library, SIU Carbondale 
is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 Unported License
http://tinyurl.com/4gybkbl
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The Library Is Seeking . . .
The Adopt-a-Book Program 
encourages donors to purchase 
needed titles within which 
a personalized bookplate 
is placed.
For more information,
please call 618-453-1633.
continued on page 6 . . .
Library Affairs thanks donors 
who have purchased items 
from the previous list—
The Adopt-a-Book Program
appreciates your support.
With research library budgets strained by the increasing costs 
of electronic journals and databases, 
more traditional reference/replacement 
volumes are sometimes left behind. The 
Library Is Seeking . . . looks for private 
funding for those items that would not 
otherwise be purchased by the library. If 
you are interested in underwriting one 
of these items, please contact Kristine 
McGuire at kmcguire@lib.siu.edu or 
618-453-1633.
R
$425 for Encyclopedia of Political Theo-
ry edited by Mark Bevir.  “[The editor] 
has done a superb job with this new en-
cyclopedia, which thoroughly addresses 
the key themes found in contemporary 
political theory and its historical anteced-
ents. In the introduction Bevir explains 
that this work is constructed to help 
readers think about three central ques-
tions regarding politics and society—a 
framework that gives coherence to this 
three-volume set. The reader’s guide will 
be a helpful start for students attempting 
to understand the overall concepts of the 
field. Individual articles are detailed and 
well-written. The editorial choices made 
are sound and take the longer view of 
this discipline. For example, full articles 
are dedicated to Augustine, Bentham, 
Foucault, Hume, and John Rawls. Noam 
Chomsky and Robert Nozick’s con-
tributions are treated in other articles 
that contextualize their work. This set 
evidences a sense of balance and propor-
tionality among its articles that can be 
hard to achieve, given the many contribu-
tors writing within their various areas 
of expertise. Readers will appreciate the 
provision of accessible summaries in each 
entry. Issues such as affirmative action 
and climate change are addressed in bal-
anced but informative entries.”—Choice
$405 for Encyclopedia of Research De-
sign edited by Neil J. Salkind.  “This is 
written for scholars in all fields involved 
in planning and conducting empirical 
quantitative and qualitative research. 
However, the general public also will find 
this set valuable when seeking informa-
tion on how research is done. The three 
volumes feature over 500 articles on such 
diverse subjects as the role of ethics in 
research, the importance of professional 
organizations, and important mathemat-
ical and statistical concepts; also included 
are a review of seminal research articles 
in the field and a review of popular 
analysis tools. Almost 400 scholars wrote 
the signed articles, all of which contain 
internal references and bibliographies for 
further reading. A reader’s guide helps 
direct researchers to relevant articles in 
28 general categories. The content is well 
illustrated when appropriate, and the 
articles are clear and well written.”
—Choice
$125 for Grand Atlas des Vignobles de 
France (second edition). The addition 
of this French reference volume would 
bolster the Library’s resources on the 
global wine industry and further satisfy 
the ever-growing thirst for information 
on wine making and vineyards.
$225 for Routledge Handbook of World 
Englishes edited by Andy Kirkpatrick. 
An impressive collaboration by nearly 
forty experts from around the globe, this 
book comprises chapters on diverse top-
ics, from historical to contemporary, and 
merges linguistic analysis with social fac-
tors across a wide geographic spectrum. 
The research reflects the latest analysis of 
developments affecting the new Eng-
lishes around the world. Discussions of 
the use of “world Englishes” in scholarly 
publishing and English as a medium of 
formal instruction provide a wealth of 
information not previously available in 
the literature. 
R
$210 for a 10-sheet map set of Luxem-
bourg that provides both topographic 
and tourist information. The Map Room 
at Morris Library seeks to maintain basic 
map coverage on a current and world-
wide basis through a variety of map 
resources.
Barry W. Birnbaum 
Chicago, IL
–•–
Barbara Dillow
Maeystown, IL
–•–
Richard & Karin Jurek 
Dyer, IN
–•–
Roberta & James Kiser 
Rancho Mirage, CA
–•–
Michael & Debra Lechwar 
Wentzville, MO
–•–
Darla D. Loftus
Carterville, IL
–•–
Gail McGraw
Chicago, IL
–•–
Roger & Valerie Souls Cox 
Carbondale, IL
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Morris, Ralph McCoy, and Buckminster 
Fuller.  
Morris Library 
staff is in 
the process 
of digitizing 
Michel’s audio 
recordings to 
make them 
more accessible 
to researchers.  
They will 
provide an 
interesting 
window on 
American life  
in the second 
half of the twentieth century.  
For a complete listing of 
Michel’s interview subjects 
and finding aids to all of his 
collections in SCRC, click on 
the Special Collections button 
on Morris Library’s web site: 
www.lib.siu.edu.  Or call 453-
2516 for more information. 
continued from page 1
Michel hopes that through his donation 
to Morris Library this material might 
spur further interest in the 
Kennedy assassination.  “I hope 
that with the fiftieth anniversary 
coming up, people will reopen 
the whole thing,” he says.  He 
remains convinced that the 
assassination was the work of 
more than a lone gunman.
 The materials Michel 
collected about the Kennedy 
assassination form one of three 
collections he has donated 
to Morris 
Library.  Another 
collection comes 
from Michel’s role 
as coordinator 
of Southern 
Illinois Citizen’s 
for Ross Perot, 
the independent 
candidate whose 
1992 presidential 
campaign was a 
precursor to the 
current Tea Party 
movement. The 
third collection 
consists of audio 
recordings of the 
many notables 
Michel was able 
to interview for 
Insight, his public affairs program on 
WRAJ, long sponsored by the First 
National Bank of Cobden.
Most of the interviews for Insight 
Michel conducted in person, only 
occasionally relying on a telephone 
interview. He says he feels really 
privileged to have had the opportunity 
to interview so many really interesting 
people during his career.  “I just had a lot 
of fun,” he says.  Among the hundreds 
of people he interviewed for Insight 
are fellow journalists Walter Cronkite, 
Harry Reasoner, Eric Sevareid, Roger 
Mudd, Marvin Kalb, and Peter Jennings; 
politicians such as Spiro Agnew, Barry 
Goldwater, Ralph Nader, Richard 
Ogilvie, Paul Douglas, Everett Dirksen, 
Adlai Stevenson III, and Charles 
Percy; and many celebrities, including 
Bob Hope, Nancy Reagan, Ann 
Landers, Arthur Godfrey, and Danny 
Thomas.  Too, Michel interviewed local 
personalities such as Paul Simon, Ken 
Gray, and Clyde Choate; and many 
connected with SIUC, including Delyte 
SCRC’s Aaron Lisec threads a magnetic tape to a reel-to-reel tape 
recorder in the process of digitizing Don Michel’s Insight collection.
Hundreds of hours of interviews are con-
tained within the original analog tapes of 
Don Michel’s Insight collection.
A portion of the 
teletype that 
announced the 
JFK assassina-
tion was used by 
Don Michel for 
notetaking. The 
right portion of 
the document 
reveals “Oswald,” 
“23-24” [years of 
age], and “white 
male.”
Courtesy of Don Michel
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Drive By Press will bring their mobile, print-making operation 
to Morris Library at SIUC on Wednes-
day, April 27 and 
Thursday, April 28. 
Drive By Press is 
Greg Nanney and 
Joseph Velas-
quez, who met in 
graduate school in 
Madison, Wis-
consin, and made 
it their mission to 
share their enthusi-
asm for printmak-
ing with audiences 
across America. In 
2005 they loaded a 
600 pound print-
making machine 
in the back of their 
vehicle and took off 
across the country. 
They principally 
support their opera-
tion through the sale of custom-made 
t-shirts. 
At the Carbondale event Velasquez 
will demonstrate his artistic prowess by 
drawing and carving several single-color 
woodblock designs exclusive to Drive By 
Press. Clients will then choose options 
during the printing 
process, selecting 
color and design 
placement. This 
way each guest gets 
to help create their 
very own piece 
of one-of-a-kind 
wearable art. When asked about their 
strangest request, Velasquez responded, 
“We’ve had many requests that include 
hand pressing an inked block on people’s 
bare flesh to printing on bath room mats, 
toilet seat covers, tire covers, shower cur-
tains, couch covers, parachutes, ski pants, 
pantyhose, dog sweaters, baby blankets . . . 
if it can lie flat, we’ve likely printed on it.” 
DBP has worked hundreds of ven-
ues from coast to coast, including art 
exhibitions, university 
events, and outdoor 
music festivals. DBP 
has exhibited thou-
sands of pieces of art 
in the form of prints 
and has made over 
10,000 pieces of one 
of kind wearable art 
along the way. When 
asked about the future, 
Velasquez said, “With 
every stop a new op-
portunity emerges 
for us. We’ve been 
fortunate in being so 
rewarded after taking 
the risk we did. We 
can see no reason to stop.”  
Drive By Press Coming to Morris Library in Late April
“Spread the Ink” is a mantra of Drive By 
Press, who seek to promote the awareness 
and education of printmaking through their 
unconventional exhibitions.
Puns are an essential 
ingredient of many 
entries.
The Drive By Press duo of Joseph Velas-
quez and Ryan O’Malley will roll into 
Carbondale with their unique brand of 
printmaking at the end of April.
On April 1, 2011, Morris Library will host its first Edible Book 
Festival. The event has been organized 
by Head of Preservation, Julie Mosbo, 
and Fine Arts Librarian, Megan Lotts. 
The Carbondale  event seeks to unite 
bibliophiles, book artists, pastry chefs, 
and hungry students to celebrate 
the consumption of  world culture. 
Participants create edible books that 
are exhibited, documented, then 
consumed. Prizes will be awarded, 
and Best in Show will receive an 
Amazon Kindle. 
Edible Book Festival Comes to Morris Library
The global event has been celebrated 
since 2000 in various parts of the 
world, where edible books have been 
created and displayed. The creations are 
photographed and submitted to  
www.books2eat.com and then consumed. 
Groups from all over the 
world regularly contribute 
to this site. The event 
was initiated by Judith 
A. Hoffberg and Béatrice 
Coron in 2000. 
April 1st is the birthday of French 
gastronome Jean-Anthelme Brillat-
Savarin (1755–1826), famous for 
his book Physiologie du goût, a witty 
meditation on food.  
Courtesy of Greg Velasquez
Courtesy of Greg Velasquez
Courtesy of U. of Texas at Austin
Courtesy of U. of Texas at Austin
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The Library Is Seeking . . . continued from page 3 
$175 for Africa Water Atlas published 
by The United Nations Environment 
Programme.  This volume is a visual 
account of Africa’s endowment and use 
of water resources, revealed through 224 
maps and 104 satellite images as well as 
some 500 graphics, hundreds of compel-
ling photos plus a brief profile of the 
water situation in every country. These 
visual elements vividly illustrate a suc-
cinct narrative describing and analysing 
Africa’s water issues and exemplifying 
them through the judicious use of case 
studies. This atlas tells the paradoxical 
story of a continent with adequate re-
newable water resources, but unequal ac-
cess because the water is either abundant 
or scarce depending on the season or the 
place. It explores the opportunities to 
develop Africa’s untapped water resourc-
es and human capacities to deliver safe 
drinking water and sanitation services 
to achieve the water-related Millennium 
Development Goals, as well as hydro-
power and irrigation services that help 
support livelihoods and boost economic 
development.
R
$905 for Handbook of Nanophysics 
edited by Klaus D. Sattler.
This seven-volume set provides broad, 
in-depth coverage of nanophysics, and 
“brings together multiple disciplines to 
determine the structural, electronic, opti-
cal, and thermal behavior of nanomateri-
als; electrical and thermal conductivity; 
the forces between nanoscale objects; 
and the transition between classical and 
quantum behavior. Facilitating com-
munication across many disciplines, 
this landmark publication encourages 
scientists with disparate interests to col-
laborate on interdisciplinary projects and 
incorporate the theory and methodology 
of other areas into their work.”—Choice
$335 for Handbook of the Birds of the 
World. Volume 13: Penduline-tits to 
Shrikes. This series is the first ever to 
illustrate all the species of birds in the 
world, in addition to providing access to 
all the essential information about each 
of them. This volume includes coverage 
of the Passeriformes: Nuthatches, Creep-
ers, Orioles, Shrikes, Tits, and more. 
Sixty color plates, more than 500 color 
photographs, and distribution maps.  
Morris Library currently holds the previ-
ous twelve volumes of this acclaimed 
series.
R
$265 for Reception of Oscar Wilde in 
Europe by Stefano Evangelista. This 
is a comprehensive volume of interna-
tional research on the European recep-
tion of Oscar Wilde (1854–1900), who 
is now widely recognized not only as 
one of the most representative figures 
of the British fin de siecle, but as one of 
the most influential Anglophone authors 
of the nineteenth century. In Britain 
Wilde suffered a long period of compara-
tive neglect following the scandal of his 
conviction for ‘gross indecency’ in 1895; 
and it is only recently that his works have 
been reassessed. But while Wilde was 
subjected to silence in Britain, he became 
a European phenomenon. His famous 
dandyism, his witticisms, paradoxes 
and provocations became the object of 
imitation and parody; his controversial 
aesthetic doctrines were a strong influ-
ence not only on decadent writers, but 
also on the development of symbolist 
and modernist cultures.
R
$185 for The Routledge Companion 
to Ethics, a superb resource for anyone 
interested in the subject, whether in 
philosophy or related disciplines such as 
politics, education, or law. Fully indexed 
and cross-referenced, with helpful fur-
ther reading sections at the end of each 
chapter, it is ideal for those coming to the 
field of ethics for the first time as well as 
readers already familiar with the subject.
$165 for Time: Limits and Constraints 
(The Study of Time) edited by Jo Aly-
son Parker, Paul A. Harris, and 
Christian Steineck. The nature of 
time has haunted humanity through the 
ages. Some conception of time has always 
entered into our ideas about mortality 
and immortality, and permanence and 
change, so that concepts of time are of 
fundamental importance in the study of 
religion, philosophy, literature, history, 
and mythology. How humanity experi-
ences time physiologically, psychologi-
cally, and socially enters into the research 
of the behavioral sciences, and time as 
a factor of structure and change is an 
essential consideration of the biological 
and physical sciences. 
SUPPORT  AN 
OBELISK
___________
In 1914 the Obelisk became the campus yearbook for Southern Illinois Univer-
sity, and Special Collections has embarked 
on a project to digitize Obelisks from 1914 
to 1960. In addition to the volumes listed 
below, the following editions have been pre-
viously sponsored: 1936, 1937, 1938, 1950, 
1951, 1958. A gift of $100 will underwrite 
the insertion of an electronic bookplate, 
containing your name, an inscription, and a 
photograph. These volumes will be full-text 
searchable. Contact Kristine McGuire at 
618-453-1633 or kmcguire@lib.siu.edu for 
more information about becoming a sup-
porter of this project.
1914, Richard & Karin Jurek
1942, La Nita & Robert Schuster
1949, Ellis L. Mitchell
1960, Larry & Neva Periman
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The Preservation Unit is requesting fund-ing to create custom enclosures for SCRC’s 
Buckminster Fuller three dimensional models.  
The SCRC’s University Archives is home to an 
estimated 150 Buck-
minster Fuller 3D 
models, believed to be 
the largest such collec-
tion in the world.  These 
models were built to 
demonstrate structural 
concepts such as tenseg-
rity, a Bucky term that literally blends tension 
and integrity. The cost of building a hand-made 
box is $150 in time and archival materials, and 
Preservation initially has planned the construc-
tion of twenty custom 
boxes.  To sponsor the 
construction of one or 
more box to which a 
commemorative label 
will be placed, contact 
Kristine McGuire at 
618-453-1633. 
Roland Burris Donates Papers to Morris Library
Ceremonies on February 23
rd marked Roland Burris donat-
ing his papers from his time as a U.S. senator and his 
terms as Illinois comptroller and attorney general to the Special 
Collections Research Center (SCRC) at Morris Library. 
Born and raised in Centralia, Burris came to SIUC as a student 
in 1955. He graduated in 1959 with a BA in political science 
and received a scholarship 
to study international law at 
the University of Hamburg 
in Germany. He earned his 
law degree from Howard 
University in 1963.
But it was dramatic events 
in the summer of 1953 in 
Centralia that prompted his 
career in politics. That sum-
mer the city had unofficially 
barred its African American 
residents from its munici-
pal swimming pool. It was a 
decision that outraged Burris’ 
father, Earl, who said, “If we as 
a race of people are going to get anywhere, we need lawyers and 
elected officials who are responsive and responsible.”
After law school, Burris became the first African American 
bank examiner for the Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency for the U.S. Treasurer Department and later worked in a 
number of capacities for the Continental Illinois National Bank 
and Trust Company. Former Governor Dan Walker appointed 
Burris as the director of the Department of Central Manage-
ment Services, and he subsequently became the first African 
American elected to statewide office as comptroller in 1978. 
After twice winning re-election, he was elected attorney general 
in Illinois, only the second African American in the country to 
hold that position. 
Burris has recently served as U.S. senator, following a contro-
versial appointment to fill Barack Obama’s seat. Burris’ career 
also includes terms as executive 
director for Operation PUSH, 
as CEO of Burris and Lebed 
Consulting LLC, and as adjunct 
professor in the SIUC master of 
public administration program.
Named one of the Ten 
Most Distinguished 
Alumni of SIUC in 
1997, Burris has main-
tained a strong connec-
tion to SIUC through 
the years, and this 
donation of papers is just 
the most recent of his 
contributions to the Uni-
versity. He announced in 2008 that he was creating a $100,000 
endowment to provide scholarships for African American 
undergraduate students in the College of Liberal Arts from the 
Centralia or Chicago metropolitan areas.
“Roland Burris is an inspiration as a local student and alumnus 
who has done very well. We are proud to add his senatorial and 
state government papers to the Special Collections Research 
Center of Morris Library,” said Pamela Hackbart-Dean, direc-
tor of SCRC.  
SCRC Director Pam Hackbart-Dean 
addresses the crowd with Roland 
Burris and Library Dean David 
Carlson looking on.
Burris and Chancellor Cheng
share a humorous moment.
A Special Request on Behalf of Buckminster Fuller. . .
These models were 
created in the early 60s 
in collaboration with 
University of Oregon art 
professor Charles B. Ryan.Courtesy of SCRC
Courtesy of SCRC
Courtesy of SCRC
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$3420
F inancial gifts from library friends empower Morris Library and ensure 
its position as one of the top research 
libraries in the country. We appreciate 
this tradition of private support, which 
is critical to the quality of the library’s 
collections, programs, and services. In 
furtherance of the goals of Southern at 
150, SIUC and the SIU Foundation retain 
six percent of all gifts to strengthen the 
advancement program.
Please mail this coupon with your gift to:
Southern Illinois University Foundation
Colyer Hall, Mail Code 6805
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
1235 Douglas Drive
Carbondale, IL 62901
Yes! I want to help ensure the Library’s excellence with a gift to Library Excellence Fund.
Enclosed is my gift of:    o$50    o$100    o$150    oOther $__________
Name ___________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _____________________________________________
E-mail Address ____________________________________________
    oEnclosed is my check payable to Southern Illinois University Foundation.
    oI wish to pay by credit card:
     oVisa    oDiscover/Novus    oMasterCard
 Card number ___________________________ Exp. Date _________
 Signature ______________________________ Phone ___________
    oMy company will match my gift:
 Company name __________________________________________
    oYes, I would like to receive information about planned giving options.
Library Friends
10
23
19
01
00
1 
  G
   
32
60
9
You can save the
Morris Library budget
by sponsoring items in the
Library Is Seeking section.
Adopt-a-Book today!
Library Affairs
Morris Library, Mail Code 6632
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
605 Agriculture Drive
Carbondale, IL 62901-4310
